
Chapter 192

Public Records and Reports

192.005

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Destruction of jurors' certificates

and sign -in sheets, 1960 -62, p 401; assessment roll as a public
record, 1962 -64, p 155; conciliation agreements filed with
the Bureau of Labor as public records, 1964 -66, p 218; duty
of officer to divulge confidential information in records, 

1966 -68, p 55; authority of agency to charge for record
copying, 1966 -68, p 57; construing " public record," 1966 -68, 
p 109; when patient or inmate records at state institutions
may be inspected or copied, 1966 -68, p 388; destruction of
paid state warrants, 1966 -68, p 613; confidentiality-of stu- 
dent records at higher education institutions, ( 1968) Vol 34

p 70; availability of Voters' Pamphlet statements for public
inspection, ( 1968) Vol 34, p 306; availability of abandoned
property files for public inspection, ( 1970) Vol 34, p 1039. 

192.010

NOTES OF DECISIONS

A newspaper publisher has a right to examine county
clerk's records of county and circuit courts, to obtain items
of news. Bend Publishing Co. v. Haner, ( 1926) 118 Or 105, 
244 P 868. 

A writing need not be a document that is required by
law to be kept as a memorial of official action in order

to come within the definition of a " public record." Mac - 

Ewan v. Holm, ( 1961) 226 Or 27, 359 P2d 413. 

The right of inspection cannot be exercised so as to

unreasonably interfere with the business of government. Id. 

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Vital statistics in custody of State
Health Officer, 1938 -40, p 462; operators' records in custody
of the Secretary of State, 1938 -40, p 660; restaurant sanitary
reports in custody of the Department of Agriculture, 1942- 
44, p 5; Liquor Control Commission records, 1948 -50, p 186; 
letter requesting re- examination of a licensed driver as a
public writing," 1950 -52, p 104; county " personnel records" 

as public records, 1950. 52, p 406; meaning of " public writ- 
ing," 195456, p 206; furnishing list of graduating students
to private persons, 1956 -58, p 162; availability of Attorney
General findings in labor management proceedings, 1960 -62, 

p 355; data in a mental health registry, 1962 -64, p 148; when
patient or inmate records at state institutions may be in- 
spected or copied, 1966 -68, p 388; confidentiality of student
records at higher education institutions, ( 1968) Vol 34, p
70. 

192. 020

NOTES OF DECISIONS

A county clerk cannot demand payment in advance of
fees or charges for furnishing copies of writings in his
custody to a county. Baker County v. Benson, ( 1901) 40

Or 207, 66 P 815. 

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Operators' records in custody of
the Secretary of State, 1934 -36, p 293, 1938 -40, p 660; vital
statistics in custody of State Health Officer, 1938 -40, p 462; 

34

letter requesting re- examination of a licensed driver as a
public writing," 1950 -52, p 104; list of graduating public

school students as public record, 1956 -58, p 162; State
Marine Board list of names of boat owners, 1958 -60, p 343; 
blueprints for bidders, 1962 -64, p 100; data in a mental health
registry, 1962 -64, p 148; authority of agency to charge for
record copying, 1966 -68, p 57; charge for copies of patient
or inmate records at state institutions, 1966 -68, p 388; au- 
thority and duty of county clerk and Secretary of State to
certify notary public's commission after 1967, 1966 -68, p 590; 
confidentiality of student records at higher education insti- 
tutions, ( 1968) Vol 34, p 70. 

192.030

NOTES OF DECISIONS

A newspaper publisher has the right to inspect the rec- 

ords and files of the county and circuit courts for the pur- 
pose of securing and preparing matter for newspaper publi- 
cation. Bend Publishing Co. v. Haner, ( 1926) 118 Or 105, 
244 P 868. 

A writing need not be a document that is required by
law to be kept as a memorial of official action in order

to come within the definition of a " public record." Mac - 

Ewan v. Holm, ( 1961) 226 Or 27, 359 P2d 413. 
The right of inspection cannot be exercised so as to

unreasonably interfere with the business of government. Id. 

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Records open for inspection at

the Industrial Welfare Commission, 1920 -22, p 180; opera- 
tors' records in custody of the Secretary of State, 1934 -36, 
p 293; examination of instruments before completion of
recording, 1936 -38, p 288; authority of superintendent of the
State Hospital tc produce records at trial or legal proceed- 

ings, 1938.40, p 510; county clerk's duties in regard to public
records in his custody, 1940 -42, p 102; restaurant sanitary
reports in custody of the Department of Agriculture, 1942- 
44, p 5; inspection of receipts and memorandum concerning
election fees, 195456, p 206; furnishing list of graduating
students to private persons, 1956 -58, p 162; initiative petition
for state measure, 1956 -58, p 313; dissemination of informa- 
tion concerning refusal to certify teacher, 1958 -60, p 149; 
State Marine Board list of names of boat owners, 1958 -60, 

p 343; inspection of school district records, 1960 -62, p 65; 
assessment roll as a public record, 1962 -64, p 155; authority
of State Tax Commission to divulge taxpayers paying pen- 
alty under ORS 314.405, 1964 -66, p 182; conciliation agree- 
ments filed with the Bureau of Labor as public records, 

196466, p 218; duty of officer to divulge confidential infor- 
mation in records, 1966 -68, p 55; authority of agency to
charge for record copying, 1966 -68, p 57; duty of the Soil
and Water Conservation Committee to make public records

available to the public, 1966 -68, p 109; legislative authority
to make public the Public Utility Commissioner's informa- 
tion on placement of empty box cars, 1966 -68, p 192; appli- 
cation to information in the office of Public Utilities Com- 

missioner concerning placement of railroad cars, 1966 -68, 
p 273; confidentiality of student records at higher education
institutions, ( 1968) Vol 34, p 70; availability of Voters' 



Pamphlet statements for public inspection, ( 1968) Vol 34, 

p 306; availability of abandoned property files for public
inspection, ( 1970) Vol 34, p 1039. 

192.040

ATIY. GEN. OPINIONS: Microfilming of income tax re- 
turns by a foreign firm, 1948 -50, p 261. 

192. 105

ATIY. GEN. OPINIONS: Destruction of useless records and

reports of State Police, 1954 -56, p 119; destruction of jurors' 
certificates and sign -in sheets, 1960 -62, p 401; rules on dis- 
position of Mental Health Division records, 1966 -68, p 607; 
destruction of paid state warrants, 1966 -68, p 613; confiden- 
tiality of student records at higher education institutions, 

1968) Vol 34, p 70. 
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192. 150

192. 140 to 192. 160

ATTY. GEN. OPINIONS: Authority of home rule county
to establish policy for retention and destruction of county
records, ( 1971) Vol 35, p 530. 

192.140

AT1Y, GEN. OPINIONS: Destruction of jurors' certificates

and sign -in sheets, 1960 -62, p 401; rules on disposition of
Mental Health Division records, 1966 -68, p 607. 

192. 150

ATrY. GEN. OPINIONS: Rules on disposition of Mental

Health Division records, 1966 -68, p 607. 


